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Though he writes in all genres from poetry to essays to 
fiction and nonfiction, Daniel specializes in writing and 
producing interactive murder mysteries (https://master-
mysteryproductions.wordpress.com/).
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By Donna McCrohan Rosenthal
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The Closest Drive to a WoRld Away.

For less than a tank of gas, Ridgecrest is THAT close to most of California.

Online Permitting • Location Library • 24/7 Response
Production and Scouting Assistance • Pre-Approved BLM Land
5% Uplift from California Film and Television Tax Credit Program 

760-375-8202
Ridgecrest Regional Film Commission

&



A NIGHT’S INN
706 N Balsam St.
Ridgecrest   93555 760-677-2508
booking.com

AMERICAN INN & SUITES
553 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest   93555 760-375-3020
americainnridgecrest.com

AMERICAS BEST VALUE INN
131 South China Lake Blvd
Ridgecrest   93555 760-371-7454
abvridgecrest.com
Welcome to the new boutique hotel Americas 
Best Value Inn and Suites North Ridgecrest - 
conveniently located off of CA-178 in Ridgecrest - 
California. 

BEST WESTERN CHINA LAKE INN
400 S China Lake Boulevard
Ridgecrest   93555 760-371-2300
bestwestern.com
Stay at this clean, friendly hotel in Ridgecrest, 
California offering free full breakfast, luxurious 
rooms, a fitness center; a Jacuzzi and a non-heated 
swimming pool. 

BUDGET INN
831 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest   93555 760-375-1351
hotels.com

CLARION INN RIDGECREST
901 N China Lake Blvd
Ridgecrest   93555 760-446-7910
clarionridgecrest.com
The Clarion Hotel in Ridgecrest is the perfect oasis 
for your next vacation or business trip. With two full 
service restaurants, banquet halls and 24 hour front 
desk access, Clarion is your best choice of hotels in 
Ridgecrest.

DESERT MOTEL
339 W. Church St.
Ridgecrest   93555 760-375-1371
desertmotelsuites.com

ECONO LODGE INN & SUITES
201 W. Inyokern Rd.
Ridgecrest   93555 760-446-2551 
econolodge.com/hotel/ca294
The Econo Lodge Inn and Suites near China Lake 
Naval Station in Ridgecrest, CA is an easy stop on 
the road. This pet-friendly hotel is near destinations 
like Lake Isabella and Red Rock Canyon State Park.

ECONOMY INN & SUITES
416 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest   93555 760-375-1591
economyinnridgecrest.com 
 
 
 

Ridgecrest Resources

HOTELS
HOTEL GUIDE KEY 

B-Breakfast, D-Dining, P-Pool, W-WiFi, G-Gym, M-Meeting Rooms best of ridgecrest pick

HAMPTON AND SUITES RIDGECREST CA
104 East Sydnor Avenue
Ridgecrest   93555 760-446-1968
hilton.com
Whether for business or pleasure, our top-notch 
hotel accommodations and friendly team are ready 
and waiting to help you enjoy all the stunning 
natural beauty, fascinating museums and eclectic 
boutiques that await just outside our hotel.

MOTEL 6
535 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest  93555 760-904-6979
motel6.com

QUALITY INN 
507 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest    93555 760-375-9731
choicehotels.com
Quality Inn is located less than two miles from 
China Lake Naval Air Weapons Station. Death 
Valley National Park is 80 miles away and offers 
vibrant colors of spring wildflowers.

RODEWAY  HERITAGE INN AND SUITES 
1050 North Norma St
Ridgecrest   93555 855-446-5400
choicehotels.com
Rodeway Heritage Inn and Suites offer true comfort. 
The Inn is a 2 story interior hotel with oversized 
rooms that include refrigerator, microwave, iron and 
board in room. Coffee. On premise hot breakfast and 
restaurant. Beer and Wine bar.

SPRINGHILL SUITES RIDGECREST
113 E. Sydnor Avenue
Ridgecrest   93555 760-446-1630 
marriott.com
The SpringHill Suites by Marriott seamlessly blends 
design, functionality, modern ammenities to refresh 
- all at an affordable price. Spacious suites and 
vibrant lobby offers a beautiful experience to relax 
and unwind.

SUPER 8 RIDGECREST
426 South China Lake Boulevard
Ridgecrest   93555 760-375-2220
super8.com

TRAVEL INN
131 W. Upjohn Ave.
Ridgecrest   93555 760-384-3575
travelinnridgecrest.com
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Ridgecrest/Inyokern
ALE’S STEAKHOUSE    L / D
1030 N. Norma St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-8644 

ARBY’S B/L/D
830 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-7572 

BANGKOK HOUSE RESAURANT  L/D
303 W. Inyokern Rd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-6971 

BASKIN ROBBINS              Ice Cream
501 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-384-3131     

BEANSTERS ESPRESSO     B/L
1601 Triangle Dr.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-2320 

BEAR HUGS  FROZEN  YOGURT  SHOP      FroYo
904  N.  China Lake  Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-1939 

BERNARDINO’S                                              B/L/D
6601 Inyokern Rd.
Inyokern 93527 760-377-4012 

BEVRIDGE  DRIVE  THRU     BEV/SNACKS
201 S.  China  Lake  Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-1238      

BURGER KING                    B/L/D
139 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-384-1299
 
CARL’S JR.
230 S. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-8280 B/L/D

CASA CORONA
1429 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-5055 L/D

CASEY’S STEAKS & BARBEQUE
1337 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-8000 L/D

CHARLEY’S GRILLED SUBS
501 N. China Lake Blvd
Ridgecrest 93555 760-384-4541 B/L/D

CHARLIE’S PUB & GRILL
901 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-7910 D

RESTAURANTS

Restaurants  in the list is compiled by the 
magazine’s staff and freelance writers as a service 
to our readers. We accept no advertising or other 
consideration in exchange for a listing. 

CONTACT THE EDITOR We would like to hear from 
you. Please send us your restaurant suggestions by 
e-mail to media@racvb.com. We cannot guarantee 
any listings and are at the discretion of the editors.

RESTAURANT GUIDE KEY 

B-Breakfast, BR-Brunch, L-Lunch, D-Dinner denotes new listing best of ridgecrest pick

CHINA EXPRESS
723 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-371-9868 L/D

CHINA LAKE BUFFET &  
ALOHA HAWAIIAN GRILL
138 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-9983 L/D

CLASSIC BURGERS
6525 Inyokern Road
Inyokern 93527 760-375-9983 B/L/D

COCINA CALIENTE
901 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-3999 L/D

CREST  DONUTS
960  N. Norma  St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-4128     B/L/Donuts

DEL TACO
1020 N. Norma St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-6198 B/L/D

DENNY’S
104 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-5572 B/L/D

DJ’S PUB
135 Garnet St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-3321 

DOMINO’S PIZZA
856 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-384-2800 L/D

EPHEN TACOS  SMOKEHOUSE  JUNCTION
634 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-793-2101 L/D

THE  GRAPE LEAF
901 N. Heritage Dr.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-3930 B/L/D

GOLDEN DRAGON
945-D N. Norma St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-3949 L/D

GOLDEN OX
440 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-3702 B/L/D

INDIAN  WELLS  DRIVE  THRU  DAIRY
441  W.  Ridgecrest  Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-2711
 

Ridgecrest Resources
INDIAN WELLS BREWING COMPANY
2565 N. Highway 14
Inyokern 93527 760-377-5989 Beer

JOHN’S  PIZZA
348 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-4407 L/D 

JACK  IN THE  BOX
919  S. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-1953 B/L/D

KOREAN MARKET & BBQ
305 W. Inyokern Rd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-499-6005 L/D

KRISTY’S FAMILY RESTAURANT*
430 S. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-9132 B/L/D

KRISPY  DONUTS
860  N.  China  Lake  Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-2000          Donuts

LA FIESTA
119 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-5901 B/L/D

LITTLE CAESARS PIZZA
906 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-1051 L/D

LUGO’S GRILL
908 N. Norma St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-6960 B/L/D

MCDONALDS
150 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-7181 B/L/D

MIDWAY CAFÉ
831 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-5961 B/L/D

MON REVE
126 N. Balsam St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-3212 L/D

OASIS MEXICAN RESTAURANT*
321 W. Inyokern Rd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-382-1840 B/L/D

OLVERA’S RESTAURANT
120 W. Ridgecrest Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-7200 L/D

PAPA JOHN’S 
820 N. China Lake Blvd. Ste. A 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-7272 L/D

THE PARTNER’S BAR
1033 Inyokern Rd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-4400 Bar

PIZZA FACTORY
1601 N. Triangle Dr.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-7492 L/D

PIZZA HUT
1245 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-3200 L/D

PONY ESPRESSO COFFEE SHOP & CAFÉ
1355 N. Norma St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-7669 B/L/D
PURE HEALING FOODS
972 N. Norma St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-301-0940 B/L/D

ROXANNE’S  CAFÉ
901  N.  China Lake  Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-7910 B/L

SAIGON FLAVOR VIETNAMESE BISTRO
819 N. China Lake Blvd. 
Ridgecrest 93555 760-371-7500 L/D

STARBUCKS
750-A N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-9202 B/L/D

SCHOONER’S PATIO GRILL
1400 N. Norma St.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-2700 B/L/D

SUBWAY 
815 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-384-4784 B/L/D

SUBWAY 
901 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-384-5000 B/L/D

TACO BELL
1240 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-4513 B/L/D

TAQUERIA BERNARDINO’S
841 N. Downs St, Ste. B
Ridgecrest 93555 760-384-3202 B/L/D

TOKYO HOUSE
890 N. China Lake Blvd. #A
Ridgecrest 93555 760-384-1948 L/D

TOMMY T’S SPORTS BAR
117 E. Ridgecrest Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-371-4112 Bar

WIENERSCHNITZEL/TASTEE  FREEZ
220 S. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-375-3689 L/D

XIN BOWL ASIAN BISTRO
1110 N. China Lake Blvd.
Ridgecrest 93555 760-446-3888 L/D

Trona
ESPARZA RESTAURANT
13223 Main St.
Trona 93562 760-372-5314 B/L/D

TRAILS DRIVE IN
84520 Trona Rd.
Trona 93562 760-372-5803 L/D

Ridgecrest Resources
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ADVENTURE
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SUPERSTITION
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NATURE
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THE BEST OF THE DESERT
With seasonal rains at their mercy, the blooms of 

wild flowers are always a wonderous display.

p
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THE BEST OF THE DESERT
Keep in mind the cavernous perspective 

when taking photos with people.

p
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PHOTOGRAPHY
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THE BEST OF THE DESERT
Mesquite Sand Dunes have played a big part 
in movies, including the Star Wars franchise.

p
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SIDE TRIP TREASURES

f VEGAS, BABY!

0
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ROAD TRIP INSPIRATIONS

0
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DRIVING 

A
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however you arrived at the 
decision to take the road 
trip of a lifetime is not 
really important. Whether 

inspired by a wild night of cocktails 
or a recently completed bucket list, 
this is the first question you’ve got to 
ask: Who’s going? 
 
COmPATABILITY IS kEY
Look around you. You know who’s 
the life of the party and who’s the 
party pooper. Your choice of cabin 
mates can make the difference 
between a memorable trip or the 
longest combination of silence  and 
pouting you’ll ever experience.

Compatibility doesn’t end with 
personality. Severe dietary 
restrictions, real or imagined, can 
make a trip difficult. Ditch the diet 
if you can, and get ready for a wide 
variety of culinary delights, some of 
which might be enjoyed at a roadside 
mini-mart or calorie-laden diner. 

kEEP AN OPEN mIND AND  
AN OPEN WINDOW
The sights and smells of your new 
adventure may not be what you’re 
expecting. Agree on frequent stops 
and try to go whenever you stop. 
This will keep the trip moving along 
and keep the group on a reasonable 
schedule. And buy a small can of 
air freshener for those unexpected 
events. You know what I mean.

HAVE jOB SECURITY
Everyone in the car should have a 
duty, whether it’s the road DJ or the 
scout for the next stop. Knowing 
that everyone has something to do 
and think about will not only help 
you survive the trip, but maybe your 
friendships will last even longer.  
             – Ray James

ALONG THE WAY
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FESTIVALS
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ALONG THE WAY
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FIRST PERSON
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